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Labour apologises to whistleblowers and pays damages

EY ADAM CAILLER

LABOUR MP Dame
Margaret Hodge has
labelled former party
leader Jeremy Cor-
byn “delusional”,
after he hit out at
Labour’'s decision to
apologise to those
whistleblowers who
spoke out against
Labour's handling of
the antisemitism cri-
sis.

The party, by order of
new leader 8ir Keir
Starmer, issued a publie
apology during High Court
proceedings on Wednesday
— the culmination of the
libel case brought by seven
former staff members, who
axposad the truth of how
claims of antisemitism in
the party were dealt with.

The group — Katherine
Huckingham, Michael
Urelghton, Bamuel Matthews,
Daniel Hogan, Louise Withers
Green, Martha Robinaon and
Benjamin Weaterman — aued
the party for defamation after
the airing of the 2014 BBO
Panarama documentarsy:

Mark Henderson QOC. who

defendad Labour, eaid he
“acknowledges that thess

claime (releasad before and
after the documentary aired)
about the Claimante are
untroe, and we retract and
withdraw them and undertake
not to repeat themn™.

And. in a momentous apolo-
EY. & party spokeeman sald:
“We unreservedly withdraw all
allegations of bad faith, mal-
ice and lying and would like to
apologise unreservedly for the
digtreas, embarrasament and
hurt cansed by their publica-
tion.

“We have agreed to pay them
damages."

The party pald out more
than £500, 000 in damages.

But just houra later, Jeremy
Corbyn iesued a etatement,

‘Political
decision,
not legal’

calling the apology a “political
decision, not a legal one™.

The Labour MF gaid: “Our
lagal advice was that the party
had a strong defence, and the
evidence in the leaked Labour
report that ia now the subject
of an NEC inguiry led by Mar-
tin Forde QO. strengthened
concerns about the role played
by gome of those who took part
in the programme.

“The decision to settle theae
claima in thia way 18 disap-
pointing, and riaks giving
credibility to misleading and

inaccurate allegatione about
action taken to tackle anti-
semitiam in the Labour Party
in recant years.”

Dame Margaret told the
Jewiah Telegraph: "Hia responss
has bean complately bizarre —
it'e verging on the delueional.

“Ha'a making hia last great
gtand on his abyamal record of
fighting antisemitism.

“Keir haa shown that he is
preparad to take determined
and atrong action, and thie
waa another momentous step
forward, bat it 18 very impor-
tant to note that there is a lot
left to do.”

Dame Margaret also sald
that the steps taking by Sir
Keir should not be the only
aned.

Bhe added: “Antiseamitism
hasa infected the entire culture
of the party — moving from
the fringe te the mainstream.

“Transforming that back to
ohe that dossn't allow it to be
acceptable s a big culture
change, one that needs a train-
ing and education programme
and that will take time.

“People are very hurt and
angry, and rebuilding confi-
dence and trust is not sEome-
thing that can be rebuilt with
juat one act."

Lawyer Mark Lewis, who
defended the whistleblowera,
has bean hired to take libal
action againat Mr Corbyn by a
further 32 people and Panoro-
ma director John Ware.

And he hae called on the

B Continuad pn Page 31
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Moonyeénn first
South African to

vote for Oscars
and Emmys

LEGENDARY South African ageat
and casting director Moonyeenn
Lee died from complications due to
coronavirus on Satunday.

Her 47 years in the film industry
earned her a formidable
reputation

In 2003, Moonyeenn was
nominated te the National
Executive Committee of the
Independent Producer's
Organisation and the Film Board of
Create South Africa.

In the same year, she formed
Khulisa Productions to make South
African filma. Its first film was
Promised Land.

Ower the years, she wouald travel
around the world introdocing
prodocers amd directors (o South
African actors

She represented some of South
Africa's best-known actors and was
a fearless defender of thelr rights.

She was brutally homest, a bit too
miuch for some, but she believed in
saying things as they were.

She is remembered for her guick
wit, wicked sense of humour aml
deep understanding of ber eraft.

Moonyeenn received the Lionel
Ngakane Lifetime Achievement
Award from the South African
Film & Television Awards in 2017,

A highlight in her illustrions
career was when she became the
first South African member of both
the Academy of Motlon Pletore
Aris and Sciences, which votes for
the Dscars, and the Television
Academy, which votes for the
Emmys.

She managed the casting of films
such as The Bang Bang Club,
Oscar-winner Tsofsi, (scar-
nominated Mandela: Long Walk
To Freedom, Hotel Riranda, Blood
Diamond and Black Panther.

She also worked on television
shows including Emmy winner
Homeland, The Prisoner and No 1
Ladies Deteclive Agency.

Mloodyesnn was nominated for
two Emmy Awards for The
Looming Tower and Hoofs.

Moonyeenn helped shape the
lives of many actors, directors and
writers through her homesty and
passion.

She is survived hi.-"her danghter
Cindly Lee and son David.

Rachael shows Character

BY SIMON YAFFE

ORMER American
vice-president
candidate Joe
Lisberman, television

producer Norman
Lear and singer-songwriter
Michael Bolton are among
the well-known Jewish
natives of Mew Haven, in
Connecticut.

And muslclan Rachasl Sagea
can add her narme to that list —
even il her etay may not ba
pertmansnt.

For the New Yorker hae been
living in the coastal ity slnee
lockdown wae lrnplamentad in
Americ.

She had been on & country-wide
paven-week toar with British
einger Howard Jonee when the
corenavirus pandemic hit.

“The last place we warse In was
Pittabargh, e Iahleppad back
with my manager to New Haven,
where she i3 from,” Rachael tald
e

“ILdidn't feel sale to go back to
Mew York, so I rented an Alrinb

Courage of my
fellow cancer
thrivers

and have been here ever ainoe.,

“T arm ah a manth-to-month
leaze and it has worked out so far,
as [ am living my life and getting
out and about, and enjoying a
naw city”

HRachasl, whoes new alburn,
Charactsy (MPress Recordal, is
released in the UK toda
explained that ghe ia “pretty
regilient” reganrding the
pandernic, which i= no purprize,
glven the fact that she wrote it as
Bhie WaR recovering rom
treatment for endometrial
Cancer.

She wae diagnosed in 2018,
nnderwent surgery and then
epent the next year receiving
radiation and chemotherapy.

“For the frat eix to ninea
months I didn't have the energy
todo anyihing at all —itia a
acliché, but all I could concantrata
on was putting one foot in froat
af the other,” Rachas] continued.

IN CHARACTER: Rachael Sage

“Ihad a lot to say and a lot to
exprees, and I wae g0 gratefal and
almoat exuberant to connect
agaln with my moeical friends
and go inta the studio to recard.™

Her previowe albnm, Myopia,
wae releasad while she was
battling cancear.

And moet of the Crackse on
Characisy are about channealling
hope and gratitude.

Rachael aaid: "4 lot ol it boils
down to the people in my Life who
were 8o supportive and for whon I
feel 0 gratelul.

“I had imagas of them in my
mind and that juxtapoeaition of
humanity at ita finest and most
benevolent, along with thinking
about the courage of my lellow
cancer thrivers.”

The album'e title track was
writtan around her fealinge
regarding the ascic-political
egituation in America, especlally
when it comes Lo president
Donald Tramp.

Rachasl aaid: It is horrendous
and [rightening that there are
certaln contingente which
actually believes he ie '‘good Tor
the Jews' because of X, ¥ or &
reasons, o becanes he has family
membars who arm Jewish.

“Itiea rationale which I have
paan mostly among older Jewish
peaple.

“Larm very, very liberal and, as
an artist and writer, I try to be

apen and listen, and not just
laterally reject points of view
from people who disagres with
me.

“That dyanamic sometimes
glves more power and credence to
a narrow-minded perspective.”

Rachasl, who set up her MPrass
record lakel In 1888, was raised in
Port Chester, New York. and was
hugely influanced by The Beatles
and her parents’ Doo-wop
alburms.

Bhe wae batmitevah and, alter
earning & degree In drama [rom
California’s Stanford University,
went on to atady at New York's
prestiglous Actor'as Btudio.

Since then, Rachael hag
raleased 14 albuma, tonrad
extanaively and worked with such
names ag Ani DiFranco, Marc
Cohn and The Animale.

Her music alao featured heavily
in reality TV show Dance Mot —
with Rachasl making
appearances on the ahow

When it came to her cancer
diagnosia, ehe Farnered as muoch

| wish | had
said yes to a
rabbi visit
information rag al‘ﬁ”h,ﬂ her
treatment ag puaalme — e muach
By that ahe consulted [ve
different apacialists.

Rachaal EX[‘.’I]H.I.I:’I.E-\J.! “1 ulJt-
paveral second oplnlons becanes I
am one of thoaa NGL‘I]E whao leaves
o gtone unturned, as well as
being health conscious.

AL five of thoss tl‘.‘lﬁ a‘uec1al1ata
wers unanimoue in their bellaf
that radiotherapy and
L'hEJ!!nl.'ltJiEL".ﬂ.‘l_‘.‘ weare the beat
treatmeants to EO about DE&H!LH
the Cancer.

1 think I went camplet.elsl over
tlue TA:}D when It came to ﬂea]l:m
with the toxicity of the radiation
and chemat.h;e:-ar:-sl. c]u‘:u,q k.

“1 was told not to do thie and
that, puch as exercize, but I thraw
all of that out of the window.™

Her [aith was :\eim‘arued. Lo,
depplte the fact that ehe dacided
agam:t a hlh!]‘.\ﬂ:&] wigit ffom a
rabbl.

T remarnser hl:"ﬁ]h?; ima enld and
im::-eﬁn:ma] roormm in the ]I.I.'lE-'l.'llti’l.l.
1ill |.!I.|'.: ina form onan [Pad.”

Rachasl explained.

“I tioked the box atout religion
and then it aeked if I wonld like &
viait from someosna of the samea
fafith.

“Ielicked ‘no’, bacanss I didn't
think I neaded one at that point.

I guees sal-pity had
pomething to do with 1tand my
CEO mantality kicked in, where I
thought ‘I've got this and I am
going to power through it by
myeell’.

"My dad and I actually talked
about it later and I realised I
wiahed 1 had eald yes to a rabid
coming to visit becanse he or ehe
might have had sornathing
inglghtfol and poaitive to offer
me."”

Rachael also balieves she i3
healthier than ahe was balore, as
ghe is eating better, taking
supplemente and doing dally
axercisa,

The pandemlc has cangad a
huge amount of darmage to the
arte.

And Rachael, who has basn
performing online via her
Facebook Livestream sepslons
‘Btay in With Sage’, 1a devastated
at the proapect of venues cloelng
down, both in America and the
TE.

“T vigit the UK twice a year and
I hawve done for at least the last
decade " eha gald.

“T goneider it to be a lome away
from horne and thara are Vennes
which may not eurvive, such as
the Graan Note, Camden.

“I took part in a benefit
concert to help ralee funds —
thers iz a lot of that kKind of thing
going on at the moment.

“Itie about people coming
topgether to halp venues through
antil they can re-opean, even 1I1t
will be in a limited way.

“0ne of the poaitives ta comea
out of this in our induatey ia that
muslciane have shown
themaelves to be so reaillent,

“There fmay be a shift in
getting listeners away from the
expectation that every live
stream will be free. It cannot be
perpetually free.

“For mysell, glgging online
avery waak has helpad gat me
through all of this, and it ie also a
good way for people to gather
together and colnect,

“I takte requests and have even
written a song alter asking
peaple to SugEest varione words.”

B Rachaelsage.com

man in this hew varaion.

character male and gay

week by Hachette UK.

Don reworks classic lyrics

O3CAR-winning lyriciat Don Black has revealad he is reworking his
clagalo mueical Tell Me On A Sundoy — with the lead becorning & gay

He told the BRC: “Belore coronavirus, I'd started work on what I
think 1= & great dea. We ware trylng ont & new veraion of Tell Me O
A Bunday . the misical Andrew Lloyd Webber wrote 40 ¥earse ago and
I did the Ivrice for It was a kit in London and on Broadway.

“In 1879, It was a one-worman show aboat the remantlc problerms of
a young Londonar living in America.

“The new verslon keeps the same basic era bat makes the central

“We workehopped it in a relearaal atadio with Rebecoa Frecknall
ag director. We knew immediately it could open up résonant new
areas of the gtory. I'll b so delighted 10 we can pat it togethear.”

Don's memoir, The Sanes! Guy ii e Room, wae publizhed this

A FROMIN

in May.

to suiedde when he was six.

Thonsands of

Gamer Reckful remembered

NT member of the online gaming community has died at
the age of 31, Byron ‘Heckinl’ Bernstein, who took his own life, was
known as one of the best World of Wareraf? players in the world

The American also amassed a massive following on video streaming
platform Twitch, with more than 936,000 followers.

In 2011, Bernstein released a gaming film called Rackful, which
gained one million views within its first week.

He Later shifted his career into game developing, creating the game

Bernstein was open about his struggles with depression and, in
January, shared a vides where he talked about losing his brother, Guy,

He explained that be was working to get better and developing his
new game gave him “a sense of purpoese”.
World of Wareraft players gathered ina virtual
cathedral in the online game to pay tribute and remember him.




